
Welcome to 8th Grade! 
 

Over the past few years, the 8th grade staff has made some changes that allow us to better communicate as a team and 
be more consistent.  We’d like to take this opportunity to share our common practices and let you know what to 
expect for your child’s last year at Mountview! 
 

Homework Policy 
We recognize that the first question for most parents and, of course, entering 8th graders is what to expect for 
homework.  As a team, we respect that children these days are often involved in outside activities and may have very 
busy schedules, but also try to balance that against the high expectations of the state and the rigor that our community 
has come to expect of Mountview. 
 

While we will endeavor to allow students class time to complete assignments, there are some activities that students 
will need to finish at home in order to be fully prepared for class, be able to perform their best on MCAS, and be 
ready for the expectations of the high school.  Students should still expect to  finish the following at home: 
 

● Math practice 
● Foreign language practice 
● Studying  

● Finishing/ revising essays and labs 
● Note taking 
● Reading 

 

The goal is for all students (who are present and working diligently) to complete all assignments for all subjects 
within 80 minutes each night-- this is in line with district expectations and current research-- but most nights should 
not even require that much time for the average student. 
 

Independent Reading 
While there will be less emphasis on homework, that does not mean that learning ends as students leave the building. 
Research shows that the greatest impact on children’s academic success is from how much they read.  Therefore, we 
will expect that all students have an independent reading book that they take daily to every class.  They will be 
expected to complete assignments using this book in ELA.  Students are encouraged to find reading materials that 
pique their interest-- so, if they have trouble finding a book they’d like to read, they should see their ELA teacher or 
visit Mrs. Rooke in the media center during activity period. 
 

Communication 
This year is the last opportunity that we have for all the teachers to collaborate as a team to best support your 8th 
grade children-- and we can only do that with effective communication between school and home.  Many of the 8th 
grade teachers utilize the following tools: web pages, Google Classroom, and PowerSchool as a means of 
communication, in addition to individual emails.  
 

Please take an opportunity to familiarize yourself with the newly updated Mountview website-- it has been 
streamlined to make it easier for parents and students to access teacher webpages.  Additionally, through Google 
Classroom, guardians can receive weekly updates once their email has been added to Classroom.  PowerSchool is also 
a great place for parents to get an update on student success on a regular basis. Please feel free to communicate with 
any one of us via email-- no problem is too small.  We want to work together to give your child a great 8th grade 
year! 

 
Thank you! 
 Team 8 Mountview 

 
***Please note: Individual IEP and 504 plan accommodations take precedence over stated classroom policies where 
applicable. 

 

http://www.wrsd.net/mountview/
http://www.wrsd.net/mountview/directory.cfm


 
Table of Contents 

(Click subject heading to go to that page directly) 

Directory of Teacher Email 2 

Mathematics - Ms. Creagh 3-4 

Mathematics - Ms. Tooley 5 

Science - Mrs. Petit & Mr. Tyler 6-7 

English Language Arts - Ms. Ramian & Mrs. Tellier 8 

Civics - Ms. Mudge & Mr. Smith 9 

Spanish - Señora Loconto & Señora Bradshaw 10-11 

Visual Art - Mrs. Aliskevicz 12 

Engineering & Technology - Mrs. Vogel 13 

Band – Mr. Day 14 

Chorus - Mrs. Puleo 15 

Physical Education - Ms. LeBlanc & Mr. LaMontagne 16 

 
Directory of Teacher Email 

We all encourage you to use the school’s parent access system, and please feel free to contact us with any questions or 
concerns.  Our email addresses are listed below; however, the school’s phone number is 508-829-5577 if you would 
prefer to leave a message with the front office for any of us. 
 

Alison_Aliskevicz@wrsd.net 

Emily_Bradshaw@wrsd.net 

Richard_Day@wrsd.net 

Denise_Loconto@wrsd.net 

James_LaMontagne@wrsd.net 

Ashley_Leblanc@wrsd.net 

Deb_Mudge@wrsd.net 

Elizabeth_Puleo@wrsd.net 

Marybeth_Petit@wrsd.net 

Caroline_Ramian@wrsd.net 

Stefanie_Creagh@wrsd.net 

Michael_Smith@wrsd.net 

Jennifer_Tellier@wrsd.net 

Melissa_Tooley@wrsd.net 

Jason_Tyler@wrsd.net 

Marie_Vogel@wrsd.net 
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Mathematics - Ms. Creagh

 
 



 



 



Science - Mrs. Petit

 
 



 

Science - Mr. Tyler  

 



 



Civics - Ms. Mudge & Mr. Smith 
Ms. Mudge - room C303 email: Deb_Mudge@wrsd.net  

Grading:  
● Tests/Projects = 50% 
● Quizzes/graded assignments = 30% 
● Checkpoint = 20% 

For Ms. Mudge’s Syllabus, CLICK HERE 
 

Mr Smith - room C305 email: Michael_Smith@wrsd.net 
Grading:  

● Tests/Projects = 45% 
● Quizzes/graded assignments = 35% 
● Completion assignments = 20% 

For Mr Smith’s Syllabus, CLICK HERE 
 

Dear Members of the Mountview Community, 
  
We are excited to be teaching the new eighth-grade civics course at Mountview, building on the new history and social studies 
state standards for Massachusetts.  You will see eighth graders developing crucial content knowledge and skills that will help 
them be productive, effective, and engaged citizens and residents--not only in the future, but now as 8th graders! 
  
Having reviewed our new standards the district’s eighth grade social studies teachers along with the central office chose the “We 
the People” program along with materials from iCivics. These are two of the very best resources to support the new curriculum. 
These resources ask questions to prompt students to search out answers and not just to memorize that each state has two 
senators, but why that choice was made by our founders. This will be a challenge for students who are good at storing away 
facts, but discovering answers proves to stay with students longer. 
 
Another one of the changes you will notice is that we spend time in class discussing issues that are controversial at the local, 
state, and national levels.  Our founders made some controversial choices. Students will be asked to discuss topics about which 
people have strong and conflicting opinions. Since controversies will always be with us learning to discuss them in a civil 
manner is a lesson that will be taught and practiced. Students will learn to respectfully listen to other points of view and to 
express their own bolstered by evidence presented in a respectful manner. Respect will be the standard for our classroom. 
  
Throughout the year, as we study the constitutions of our state and federal government, students will explore the practical 
compromises and revisions that brought these documents into being and the many amendments that have helped us along toward 
the promise of “We the People.”  
 
We will be learning alongside our students as we develop our new course. You may well have many questions and suggestions. 
We look forward to partnering with you as we embark on this new and exciting curriculum.  Please feel free to reach out to us. 
Our email and other contact information is on our Teacher Page from Mountview’s website. 
 
Respectfully, 
Deb Mudge 
Michael Smith 
8th Grade Government and Civics 
 

 
 

mailto:Deb_Mudge@wrsd.net
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13M_MJl7tPgyBN0iSUHcXISsZ1ksoUVnK/view?usp=sharing
mailto:Michael_Smith@wrsd.net
https://drive.google.com/file/d/146m-y1QxwDRrj6-smRo7tzJGrBPPn3uz/view?usp=sharing


 
Spanish - Señora Loconto & Señora Bradshaw 

8th Grade Spanish: Parent and Student Information 
Mountview Middle School 

 
The main objectives of Grade 8 Spanish are:  

1. Continue to read, write, speak and understand simple Spanish through a variety of activities 
2. Continue to learn about Spanish speaking countries and their cultures 
3. Continue to prepare for language learning at the High School level 

Topics of Study: 
We will begin the year with review of 7th grade vocabulary and grammar. New topics include: shopping for 
clothing, describing a house, talking about sports, health and wellness, airport travel, and more. This year will 
include a wide variety of readings to enhance proficiency. We will explore the culture of Spain and Latin 
America. 
 

Remote Materials: 
● Chromebook, headphones 
● Whiteboard/dry erase markers (dollar store or target) 
● You may choose the in-person requirements if you plan to print a lot of papers 
● Organized Google Drive. Folders in Spanish class will be: 

○ Vocabulario 
○ Gramática 
○ Las Lecturas 

 
In Person Required Materials: (bring these materials to class every day when we begin) 

● 3-Ring binder with filler paper and dividers. 
○ Sections: 

1. Vocabulario  
2. Gramática (Apuntes) keep these in numerical order all year 
3. La Tarea (Homework) 
4. Pruebas (Assessments) 

● Composition Notebook for warm-up activities 
● Pencil or Pen (sharpen only during the first five or last five minutes of class.)  

 
Remote Learning Grading procedures / percentages: 

○ Tests, major projects: 30% 
○ Quizzes, small projects: 20% 
○ Homework, Classwork and Participation: 50% 

 
**Note** Overuse of translators for assignments is prohibited. Obvious use of translators will result in a zero for 
the assignment. Use of online translators is restricted to one word look up only. 
Use www.spanishdict.com for online dictionary. A traditional Spanish/English dictionary is needed for use at home. 
 
Participation and Respect 
Participation is a key aspect of foreign language learning. Coming to class, answering questions, paying attention, 
being prepared, and attempting to speak Spanish are all important aspects of participation. Equally important is 
respecting others’ attempts to speak and participate. Treat all others with courtesy and respect at all times in this 
classroom. 
 
 

http://www.spanishdict.com/


***LATE WORK is accepted UP TO 5 SCHOOL DAYS after the due date. After that time period, a student 
earns a zero. When assignments are late, they lose 10 points per day as a penalty. Grades will be updated in 
PowerSchool regularly. 
 
Extra Help: We are available for extra help and support each afternoon. For Señora Bradshaw’s students, since I 
teach different courses, please come during the designated times 
 
Contact with any questions or concerns at emily_bradshaw@wrsd.net (website: CLICK HERE) or 
denise_loconto@wrsd.net or  through the main office number at Mountview at (508)829-5577 
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Physical Education - Ms. LeBlanc & Mr. LaMontagne 

Instructors: Ms. Ashley LeBlanc Mr. James LaMontagne 
(508) 829-5577 (508) 829-5577 
Ashley_LeBlanc@wrsd.net James_LaMontagne@wrsd.net 

 
We are excited to be trying new things this school year! Students will be with us for 25 minutes during their class period in the 
morning, and offered extra help sessions in the afternoons. For the 25 minute morning classes, students will participate in a 
variety of workouts mostly geared towards strength and cardio work. We understand that families do not have access to all the 
equipment we have in a normal PE class, so we will be creative and make sure our activities don’t require too much extra. 
Students will be expected to wear clothing they can be active in and they should be ready to go straight away. Our time is limited 
so we want to make sure we can have the students moving as much as possible in those 25 minutes.  
 
Our afternoon extra help sessions are there for students who would like an extra workout, or we’ll also offer topics to discuss 
like history of a specific sport, different sporting competitions, learning about professional athletes, etc. The afternoon sessions 
will be great because we can get to know the kids on a more personal level and give them a time of day to unwind from their 
school work and take a break. These sessions are not mandatory, but we would love to see the kids more than just the 25 minutes 
in the morning.  
 
Grading wise, we will have the students complete a google form at the end of each class informing their specific PE teacher of 
how their workout went, number of repetition in an exercise, etc. The form will be completed each lesson proving to us that the 
students participated and giving us an idea of exercises we may need to change. The form will take no longer than a couple of 
minutes. We’re looking forward to the school year and seeing all the kids again! Please email us if you have any questions.  

mailto:Jenny_Linker@wrsd.net

